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CHAPTER 1: ALL DRESSED UP AND NO PLACE TO GO?

1. N. T. Wright suggests that this book addresses two 
questions: “First, what is the ultimate Christian hope? 
Second, what hope is there for change, rescue, trans-
formation, new possibilities within the world in the 
present?” (p. 5). Before reading this chapter, how would 
you have described the relationship between these 
questions? How would you describe it now?

2. What do you believe about life after death?

CHAPTER 2: PUZZLED ABOUT PARADISE?

1. “Heaven, in the Bible, is not a future destiny but the 
other, hidden, dimension of our ordinary life—God’s 
dimension, if you like. God made heaven and earth; at 
the last, he will remake both and join them together 
forever” (p. 19). Is this how you were taught to think 
about heaven? If not, how?

2. Wright suggests that confusion over heaven and life 
after death plays out in three main areas: “in the hymns 
we sing, in the way we celebrate the Christian year, and 
in the type of funerals or cremations we have” (p. 20). 
Describe an example from your own life that illustrates 
how you have experienced this confusion in one of 
these three areas.
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CHAPTER 3: EARLY CHRISTIAN HOPE IN ITS HISTORICAL 

SETTING

1. What did you learn about the hope that early Christians 
had in the resurrection after reading more about its 
historical context?

2. “Resurrection, we must never cease to remind our-
selves, did not mean going to heaven or escaping death 
or having a glorious and noble postmortem existence 
but rather coming to bodily life again after bodily 
death” (p. 45). Is this how your faith community talks 
about resurrection? If not, how does it discuss it?

CHAPTER 4: THE STRANGE STORY OF EASTER

1. Wright notes “four strange features” of the story of Eas-
ter that are “shared by the accounts in the four canoni-
cal gospels” (pp. 53–58). What are they? Which one did 
you find most compelling? Why?

2. How can history and science help us grapple with mak-
ing sense of the resurrection? What problems might 
they raise for us?

CHAPTER 5: COSMIC FUTURE: PROGRESS OR DESPAIR?

1. Wright suggests a different starting point for thinking 
about the future hope of Christians: “Instead of looking 
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first at the promise to the individual and working up 
from that to the renewal of creation, we begin with the 
biblical vision of the future world—a vision of the pres-
ent cosmos renewed from top to bottom by the God 
who is both creator and redeemer” (p. 80). How might 
this starting point change your own thinking?

2. Wright describes two unbiblical yet “very popular op-
tions” for our future hope: “evolutionary optimism” and 
“souls in transit” (pp. 81–91). Now that you are more 
aware of these options, have you ever found yourself 
believing their ideas? How so?

CHAPTER 6: WHAT THE WHOLE WORLD’S WAITING FOR

1. “Creation, evil, and the plan of redemption revealed 
in action in Jesus Christ: these are the constant 
themes that the New Testament writers, particularly 
Paul and the author of Revelation, struggle to ex-
press” (p. 97). Is this how your faith community has 
taught you to understand Jesus in particular, and the 
New Testament in general? What was different, if 
anything, between your faith community’s teaching 
and this one?

2. “Someone once asked [Bishop Lesslie Newbigin] 
whether, as he looked to the future, he was optimistic or 
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pessimistic. His reply was simple and characteristic. ‘I 
am,’ he said, ‘neither an optimist nor a pessimist. Jesus 
Christ is risen from the dead!’ ” (pp. 107–108). What do 
you make of Newbigin’s answer here?

CHAPTER 7: JESUS, HEAVEN, AND NEW CREATION

1. What is at stake in a proper understanding of the ascen-
sion (p. 110)?

2. What words or images come to mind when you think 
of the terms “second coming” (p. 117) and “eschatol-
ogy” (p. 122)?

CHAPTER 8: WHEN HE APPEARS

1. How does Wright define the word “parousia” (p. 128)? 
What significance does this word have to a proper un-
derstanding of the appearing and presence of Jesus?

2. According to Wright, the early Christians understood 
Jesus’s appearing as a vital part of his identity and mis-
sion (p. 136). How does the early Christian perspective 
on this differ from our own today? What, exactly, can 
we learn from them?
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CHAPTER 9: JESUS, THE COMING JUDGE

1. “We need to remind ourselves that throughout the 
Bible, not least in the Psalms, God’s coming judgment 
is a good thing, something to be celebrated, longed for, 
yearned over. It causes people to shout for joy and the 
trees of the field to clap their hands” (p. 137). Have you 
ever seen God’s coming judgment as something to be 
ecstatic about? Why, or why not?

2. “People who believe that Jesus is already Lord and that 
he will appear again as judge of the world are called 
and equipped (to put it mildly) to think and act quite 
differently in the world from those who don’t” (p. 144). 
What is it about Jesus’s role as judge that should 
produce this difference in the thoughts and actions 
of Christians? What might that difference look like in 
one’s day-to-day life?

CHAPTER 10: THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODIES

1. Wright suggests that “Jesus is both the model for the 
Christian’s future body and the means by which it 
comes about” (p. 149). How is Jesus the “model”? How 
is he the “means”? Before reading this chapter, had you 
ever thought of Jesus in this way?
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2. Wright describes the who, where, what, why, when, and 
how of resurrection (pp. 159–163). What is one new 
thing that you learned from this section? What is one 
question that you have now?

CHAPTER 11: PURGATORY, PARADISE, HELL

1. “The myth of purgatory is an allegory, a projection 
from the present onto the future” (p. 171). What does 
Wright mean by this? How does this help explain the 
popularity of purgatory?

2. In addressing the concept of hell, Wright turns to the 
idea of the image of God—specifically, how that im-
age can be corrupted (and, ultimately, lost) in certain 
individuals (pp. 175–183). Why does he do this? What 
do you make of this move?

CHAPTER 12: RETHINKING SALVATION: HEAVEN, EARTH, 

AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD

1. “What’s the resurrection of Jesus got to do with any-
thing else?” (p. 190). Before reading this chapter, how 
would you have answered this question? How would 
you answer it now?
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2. “Salvation, then, is not ‘going to heaven’ but ‘being 
raised to life in God’s new heaven and new earth’ ” 
(p. 198). What would it look like if the worldwide 
Church took this understanding of salvation seriously? 
What would have to change?

CHAPTER 13: BUILDING FOR THE KINGDOM

1. What is the difference between building the King-
dom of God and “build[ing] for the Kingdom” of God 
(p. 208)? How might the latter change how you view 
all that you do in your life, even the small acts of “love, 
gratitude, and kindness” (p. 208)?

2. Wright claims, “The church is called to a mission of im-
plementing Jesus’s resurrection and thereby anticipating 
the final new creation” (p. 212). He then describes three 
areas in which he sees that mission embodied: justice, 
beauty, and evangelism (pp. 213–230). After reading 
this chapter, how do you think about these three things 
differently?

CHAPTER 14: RESHAPING THE CHURCH FOR MISSION (1): 

BIBLICAL ROOTS

1. According to Wright, what can the gospels, Acts, and 
Paul teach the contemporary church about refocusing 
on a “hope-shaped mission” (p. 233)?
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2. “The intermediate stage between the resurrection of 
Jesus and the renewal of the whole world is the renewal 
of human beings—you and me!—in our own lives of 
obedience here and now” (p. 249). How might this 
change the way you view your life? What might “re-
newal” look like for you?

CHAPTER 15: RESHAPING THE CHURCH FOR MISSION (2): 

LIVING THE FUTURE

1. “It’s long overdue that we took a hard look at how 
we keep Easter in church, at home, in our personal 
lives. . . . And if it means rethinking some cherished 
habits, well, maybe it’s time to wake up” (p. 256). How 
well do you “keep Easter” in these three areas? Which 
of your habits should you rethink?

2. Wright calls for Christians to think of “space, time, and 
matter as being renewed, not abandoned, within the life 
of the church” (p. 259). Which of these three does your 
faith community do well? Which one has the most need 
for change and/or room for growth?

FINAL QUESTIONS

1. Before reading this book, if someone asked you, “In 
what do Christians place their hope?” or “What differ-
ence does the resurrection make, after all?,” how would 



SURPRISED BY HOPE

10

you have answered? How would you answer those 
questions now?

2. How has this book challenged and/or changed your un-
derstanding of heaven, eschatology, hell, salvation, our 
physical bodies, the second coming, judgment, justice, 
Easter, and the mission of the church? 
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