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CHAPTER 1: GOD SHALL OVERCOME SOMEDAY

• Writing about ancient Israel, John Dominic Crossan asks, 
“Furthermore, if your faith is in a God who rules the 
world by distributive justice (for example, Ps. 82), but 
your experience is one of repeated imperial injustice, how 
do you reconcile that discrepancy or resolve that profound 
cognitive dissonance?” (p. 29). How did Israel answer this 
question? How would you personally answer this question?

CHAPTER 2: THE COMING OF WHAT IS  

ALREADY PRESENT

• “Why and how can John announce the coming of what  
is already here? . . . Why and how can John announce the 
coming of what is always here—for example, God?”  
(p. 39). These questions posed by Crossan naturally raise 
further questions: What does his announcement reveal 
to us about who Jesus is and what Jesus will do?

CHAPTER 3: THE ONCE AND FUTURE BEAST

• Crossan notes that only twice in the book of Revelation 
does John of Patmos directly address the reader—and 
both of these instances feature not only an exhortation to 
pursue wisdom, but also the mentioning of a specific 
number (i.e., 666 and 7). How do these direct addresses 
help us understand the message of Revelation?
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CHAPTER 4: AMONG THESE DARK SATANIC HILLS

• The two parts of this chapter describe different elements 
of “the Satan” (p. 81). How did this chapter challenge or 
develop your own understanding of “the Satan”? 

CHAPTER 5: THE LONGEST LIE

• “If Rome did not slaughter Christians, why does John 
claim—insistently and ad nauseam—that it did?” (p. 89). 
How does Crossan answer this question? What do you 
make of his answer?

CHAPTER 6: CREATING A COUNTERNARRATIVE

• “Only an alternative pro-Christian story, a plausible 
counternarrative, could offset Rome’s anti-Christian 
story” (p. 110). How would you describe this “counter-
narrative”? Where do you see Christians using “counter-
narratives” today? 

CHAPTER 7: “WHOM PAUL HAD TAKEN WITH HIM”

• Crossan argues that both “internal” and “external” 
textual evidence supports the theory that the “author of 
Luke-Acts was a companion of Paul for at least half of 
Acts” (p. 128). How does this fact help you more fully 
grasp the meaning of Luke-Acts as a whole?
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CHAPTER 8: THE VISION OF ROMAN CHRISTIANITY

• Crossan notes that those ruling Rome in the second 
century described the teachings of the Christians as a 
“pernicious, depraved, excessive, contagious, new, and 
evil superstition” (p. 144). In response, the author of 
Luke-Acts developed a counternarrative that focused on 
four key points (pp. 144–45). Which of these would have 
been most compelling to those ruling Rome at that time? 
Can you think of a time where you read or heard some-
one using the rhetoric of one of these points in the world 
today, maybe in a religious or political debate? 

CHAPTER 9: THE WAY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

• “The two megathemes [of Luke-Acts] are the travel 
journey and the Holy Spirit or, more briefly, journey and 
Spirit. Think of them as warp and woof that weave 
together the integrated fabric and unified vision of Luke- 
Acts as the travel journey of the Holy Spirit” (p. 163). 
How did the Holy Spirit come to figure so centrally in 
Luke-Acts?

CHAPTER 10: THE COST OF ACCULTURATION

• This chapter explores the relationship between the 
meaning of baptism and the cost of acculturation to 
“Roman Christianity” for early Christians (p. 186). 
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Where do you see acculturation occurring among 
Christians today? What role does baptism play (or not 
play) in that?

CHAPTER 11: THE INVENTION OF NONVIOLENT 

RESISTANCE

• Crossan suggests that there are “two aspects of God/
Caesar acculturation that Josephus both reveals and 
conceals, both reluctantly admits and tendentiously 
obfuscates” (p. 212). What are these two aspects? What 
do they teach us about Jesus?

CHAPTER 12: “WE ARE UNARMED, AS YOU SEE”

• How did “nonviolent resistance and unarmed opposition” 
come to develop within the early Christian community 
(p. 237)? What historical examples of this resistance and 
opposition were used to defend this position? 

CHAPTER 13: “JESUS CALLED CHRIST”

• Crossan claims that Josephus’s use of the title “Jesus 
called Christ” for Jesus signified an “obliteration of 
Jewish covenantal eschatology in favor of Roman  
imperial eschatology and Vespasian messianism” (p. 238). 
What does Crossan mean by this? Why was this title so 
significant? 
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CHAPTER 14: SANCTIONS AND SABBATHS

• How would you describe the similarities and differences 
between “Sanction theology” and “Sabbath theology”  
(p. 260)? Crossan suggests that the latter is more important. 
Do you agree with him?

CHAPTER 15: “LOVE YOUR ENEMIES”

• Crossan asks the reader to “think about ‘love your enemies.’ 
Those enemies are not those who annoy, oppose, criticize, 
or even humiliate you. That startling command is accom-
panied by parallel ones that indicate ‘enemies’ are those 
who persecute, hate, curse, and abuse you—and persecutors 
are often killers” (p. 268). Have you ever stopped and 
thought about this command in this way? Can you think 
of Christians who put this command into practice today?

FINAL QUESTION

• How did Render Unto Caesar change your perceptions 
about the tensions and complexities of early Christian 
“acculturation from God to Caesar” (p. 276)? In your 
opinion, what are some of the best ways for Christians to 
approach acculturation today?


